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I. Promenade
II. Waltz
II1. Aria

IV. Apocalypse

Duration - 12:30

The Diamond King is a short video game opera about a mad king's rise to power, a hero's
quest to stop him, star-crossed lovers, and the eventual destruction of the earth. The premise
1s inspired by video games such as Earthbound, the Tales series, and The Legend of Zelda:
Majora's Mask. In fact, for the text, I use my own writing as well as a quote from Majora's
Mask. In addition to the mixed percussion in this piece, I introduce two new instruments, the
Screamer and the Bowed Spectacle.

In the Promenade, the characters Mike and Boris go for a walk in the park to try out their
newfound powers: the ability to turn people into diamond. Mike is crowned as the Diamond
King, and the hero Derek resolves to defeat him. The Waltz creates a sonic landscape with
various percussion instruments, setting up the scene for the forest that surrounds the new
Diamond King's castle: a place where our false protagonist Derek meets his fate. Helen,
Derek's lover, laments his death in the Aria after just having met him. By the end of the opera,
the Diamond King and his followers manage to diamondize the moon, which then, through
their greed, comes crashing down into the earth with all its mass.
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